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VETERAN ocean paddler
Ken Dinham is thanking his
Jucky stars — and an eagle-
eyed Royal Australian Navy
submariner — after he was
rescued from turbulent ocean
waters 10km off Perth yester-
day afternoon.

The 71-year-old was com-
peting in The Doctor, an
ocean paddling race. from
Rottnest Island to Sorrento
Surf Life Saving Club, when he
was swept off his ski by a 3m
cross swell whipped up by
wind gusts up to 60km/h.

In a cruel twist of fate his
leg leash snapped and he
watched on helplessly as his
craft skipped away over the
water carried by the wind._

ied in his life jack-
mebt}ifjv;ﬁﬂﬁ stranded when
;té pulled the string and noth-
; d.
‘nglgarﬂ%erre’ethan two decades
of ocean paddling, Mr
Dinham had never had one,
Jet alone both, of his safety
jsms fail.

“My first thought at that

oint was, Tm toast’” he said.
<] had been pushed about
500m off the race route by the
windand knew it would be dif-
ficult for anyone to spot me in
those conditions.”

Buffeted by waves, Mr Din-
ham began frantically scan-
ning a horizon that bobbed in
and out of sight every few
seconds.

“I could see the conning
tower of a submarine about
half a kilometre away and 1

still had my paddle so I started

platform that sits on top of the
body of a submarine and con-
tains the vessel’s periscope.

“I knew that in a vast body
of rough water the chances of
being spotted were very, very
slim so.after a minute or two I
gave up (throwing away his
paddle) and started swimming
towards a (temporary float-
ing) oil rig in the opposite
direction,” he said.

Ten minutes into his swim,

with the ocean sapping the
heat and energy from his
body, Mr Dinham spotted a
“huge black object” out of the
corner of his eye. “I stopped
and turned around and about
100m away was the fully sur-
faced submarine,” he said.

“At around the same time a
rescue boat pulled up along-
side and I heard a voice shout-
ing, ‘You OK there mate?” I

223

said, ‘No, I'm not, actually’.

After being pulled aboard
and wrapped in a thermal
blanket, Mr Dinham disco-
vered from the crew of the
boat that they had been alert-
ed to his plight by the submar-
ine, which had diverted from
its course to follow him.

“I couldn’t believe my luck.
I just felt incredibly overjoyed
and relieved and so grateful to
the Australian navy,”
Mr Dinham said.

Waiting back on land, una-
ware of the details of the
incredible rescue, were Mr
Dinham’s partner, Fran Siver-
sten, and his two Fremantle-
based sons.

“When he got off the boat [
could see he was shaking from
the cold, but when the story
came out I could hardly
believe it,” Ms Siversten said.
“He is incredibly lucky.”

It is believed the submarine
in the rescue was one of six
Collins class vessels based at
Garden Island.

Safe: Ken Dinham at Sorrento last night after his
dramatic rescue. Top: A Royal Australian Navy Collins
Class submarine, which was the category of submarine
involved in the rescue. Main picture: Trevor Collens




